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Reel Youth FILM FESTIVAL

at the (location)

(date), (venue)

PRESS RELEASE 

Films made by (community) area youth will be screened in the touring Reel Youth Film Festival (RYFF) on (date) at the (location and time). 
The program of short films will showcase a selection of locally made videos from (local film producers) mixed with some of the best youth film making from around the world. Funds raised at this screening will go toward (screening partner cause).
Using humour, music, animation, and personal narrative, the Reel Youth Film Festival (RYFF) is an inspiring demonstration of what happens when youth become creators, rather than consumers, of media.  This collection of 25 insightful and compelling short films made by youth under age 20, is both courageous and diverse.  It includes a stylistic family drama from Maine with a cast and crew of over 100, a gritty music video exposé made by incarcerated girls at a youth custody centre, and is interwoven with stories of youth’s savvy approaches to the challenges of social media. 

According to Reel Youth Director, Mark Vonesch, “The Reel Youth Film Festival is discovering and promoting the next generation of film makers.  The festival empowers young people to speak up and express themselves through film.  It is an opportunity for audiences to see the best of youth filmmaking while gaining insight into youth culture and the issues affecting young people today.”

Film festival submissions come from independent collectives, youth filmmaking organizations, school media classes and the Reel Youth production programs.  A youth jury selects the films to be screened out of hundreds of international submissions.  The jury makes their selections based on entertainment value, technical merit and the message the films portray.

A panel of local youth filmmakers will be engaged in a facilitated conversation with the audience following the screening to honour the local youth and dialogue about the issues raised in the films.

The RYFF premiered at the Vancouver International Film Festival, and continues across Canada and around the world, with over 30 screenings from October 2011 through September 2012. 

The Reel Youth Film Festival is a project of Reel Youth - a registered Canadian non-profit whose mandate is to empower young people through the media arts.   Reel Youth’s facilitators deliver issue based claymation and video making programs to youth groups throughout Canada and the world.  

Major sponsors of the festival include the BC Arts Council, Canada Council for the Arts, Canadian Commission for UNESCO, and the Vancouver Foundation.
The BC Motion Picture Society has rated the 2011/12 Touring Reel Youth Film Festival PG.
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