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‘What do teens think about? Skateboards
and school cliques or global warming and
whales? When the touring Reel Youth Film
Festival (RYFF) arrives on the Coast next
week, it will provide a good opportunity
for everyone to see what's on the radar for
kids, aged 14 to 18, by watching films that
the teens have created themselves.

The short films range from the come-
dic to the dramatic, using video and stop
motion animation. They have been accom-
plished with the help of teachers and
memunng film-makers, but the 1deas are
all pure ki

The mllec:ion of
films to be shown in
Sechelt and Gibsons

“Whereas last year there

‘“gxm

Enterta

sen. They include three from Chatelech
Secondary School: Come Up and See
Me, Baand and Schrei. Pender Harbour
Secondary is showing Krystal’s Beautiful
Day and Car Jack. Elphinstone screens one
film: The Unbelievable Day.

Teacher Paddy McCallum, whose video
production class at Chatelech worked
on three of the films, said their selec-
tions should provide some lighter, funnier
material. Schrei is a music video based on
a German rock song, while Baand captures
the imaginative daydreams of a student.

“The Festival does a good job reflect-
ing films made by youth in their world,”
McCallum said. 2

Mark Vonesch, festival founder, said it
is-interesting to see
the shift in young
people’s concerns
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tion of films to be shown on the basis
of entertainment value, technical merit
and message, from over 300 submissions.
Now in its third year of operation, RYFF,
a not-for-profit organization, assists with
teaching film-making, partners with other
non-profits and film festivals to add a
youth component and gathers together a
touring show of several films — this time,
at 24 screenings across Canada. The festi-
val includes 75 per cent of the top-rated
selections and 25 per cent locally-made
films at each showing.

This year, the Festival appears on the
Coast with the support of David Barbarash
of Black Cat Productions, the man who
brings unusual films to Roberts Creek
every Monday evening. He believes the
future of relevant and integral film-mak-
ing lies with the youth of today.

“Reel Youth is providing a necessary
and exoeptlonal avenue for this artistic
expression,” he said,

Several local films” have been cho-

screens at Chatelech Secondary School
‘Theatre in Sechelt on Tuesday, Nov. 20,
and at the Heritage Playhouse in Gibsons
on Thursday, Nov. 22. Doors open at 6:30
p-m. and films screen at 7. The Chatelech
screening will be followed by a panel of
local film-makers who will answer ques-
tions from the audience and discuss their
work, an important opportunity for dia-
logue around issues raised by the films.

Following each screening, audience
members can vote for their favourite in
eleven categories, including: best film pro-
moting positive social change, best film
promoting environmental awareness, best
claymation and best local film. Winning
films receive prizes ranging from film
camp scholarships to equipment to profes-

_sional mentorship and will also be hosted
on the Reel Youth website.

Tickets are $8/adult or $6/youth, avail-
able at the door. More information can be
found from 604-886-2780 or blackcat@
resist.ca, or see www.reelyouth.ca.
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Youth make real films

PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Top: Two street kids from Mysore, India, learn to make a filmwith Reel Youth
Film Festival organizers. Above: Festival organizers Erica Kohn (centre) and Mark
Vonesch (back, right) with street kids from Mysore.



